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SUBJECT:
FINAL LEGISLATIVE REPORT – IT COULD HAVE BEEN WORSE

OVERVIEW


During the course of the 2011 Legislative Session, NWL lobbyist Marlene Lockard tracked and monitored more than 100 individual pieces of legislation on behalf of the Nevada Women’s Lobby.  


The Nevada Women’s Lobby prepared for the 2011 legislature by attending pre-session meetings with coalition partners, PLAN, Planned Parenthood, Nevada LGBTQ Leadership Coalition, Nevada Values, human resource presentations by Charles Duarte in southern Nevada, Mike Willden in northern Nevada, and finally by initiating a retreat in early December 2010 to analyze proposed bill drafts and determine priorities.  It was clear throughout the process that the Nevada state budget crisis was the overwhelming threat to all that the Nevada Women’s Lobby had worked for over the years affecting our core issues of women’s reproductive justice, LGBTQ rights, safety from violence, fair housing, health care and welfare subsidies.


On March 13, 14 and 15, 2011, the Nevada Women’s Lobby organized and executed one of the most effective and successful Grassroots Lobby Days events to date.   More than one hundred participated, learning the lobbying process and meeting with legislators to advance the Nevada Women’s Lobby goals and objectives.


As a result of the pre-planning and hard work of a very effective legislative committee, the NWL was successful in playing a major role in influencing the passage of many important pieces of legislation to advance our core issues and helped reduce the originally planned budget cuts to programs established to assist women, children and families.  The Nevada Women’s Lobby even participated in an overnight “camp-out” on the legislative lawn to demonstrate our solidarity in opposing the more drastic cuts to health and human services and education.


Consistent with our belief that the lives of all people are inherently valuable and worthy of respect and dignity, it was an especially rewarding legislative session in terms of gender identity and expression, equity and non-discrimination issues.  A number of important bills passed which will remove many barriers encountered by so many in the past.  Unfortunately, the bill to standardize sex education consistently throughout all Nevada counties failed.


In the end, the Supreme Court decision rendered in the final two weeks of the legislative session dramatically altered the outcome of this session.  This ruling prevented the implementation of many of the budget mechanisms put in place to balance the budget.  Thus, shifting dollars from the counties and school districts was prohibited.  In the final days, this opinion forced the issue of extending the taxes which were to “sunset,” thereby helping restore some of the heavy hits to K-12 education and some health and human services programs.


While several different revenue bills were considered ranging from a tax on services or transactions, a margins tax, changing the formula for a net proceeds tax on mines, and a business income tax, none of these bills passed.  Many reviews and studies have been done on Nevada’s revenue structure, but this legislative session adjourned once again without reform or any change.


The decennial issue of “redistricting,” the process of drawing electoral district boundaries at all levels, also fell to the courts.  The Governor vetoed the two bills that did pass the legislature and determined not to call a special session for legislators to continue to work on this critical process.  Carson City Judge Russell has asked the Secretary of State and the attorneys representing the political parties to submit names for a panel to perform this duty.  How the new districts are drawn is very important for women, minorities and all Nevadans.  

2011 SESSION LEGISLATIVE HIGHLIGHTS

· Legislation which prohibits discrimination with regard to gender identity or expression
· Legislation allowing public accommodations to include “sex” and “gender identity and expression”

· Legislation prohibiting discrimination in housing and certain other transactions involving real property on the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity or expression
· Established the Attorney General’s Fatality Review Board to sponsor multidisciplinary teams to review the death of a victims of domestic violence 

· Legislation prohibiting shackling of pregnant women prisoners during labor

· Legislation prohibiting bullying, harassment, and intimidation 

· Secured some funding for the Autism Treatment Assistance Program

· Legislation requiring Nevada Autism Task Force to prescribe statewide standards

· Established new state revenue source for unclaimed gaming winnings

· Passed hospital transparency laws for reporting of sentinel events

· Legislation to amend the Nevada Constitution to remove the separate tax rate and manner of assessing and distributing the tax on mines and the proceeds of mines

SAFETY FROM VIOLENCE
· Legislative Commission to conduct an interim study concerning the laws of this State governing the protection of children.
· Legislation prohibiting a minor from using an electronic communication device to possess, transmit or distribute certain sexual images of a minor; clarifying the definition of “cyber-bullying” for the purposes of certain provisions relating to education
· Legislation to expand the list of crimes that are subject to an additional civil penalty to include certain crimes committed against a person who is 60 years of age or older
· Legislation to create the Statewide Alert System for the Safe Return of Missing Older Persons.
EDUCATION


POSITIVES

· The bill to delay transfer of certain additional room tax proceeds from State General Fund to State Supplemental School Support Fund for 2 years failed
· School voucher bill failed
· Washoe County school construction School Works bill passed $70 million
· Washoe & Clark Counties save construction bond funds
· Millennium scholarships were funded

NEGATIVES

· $162 million dollar cut reduced to $85 million of University System

· Teacher/professor salary cuts

· Reductions in benefits


REFORMS

· Teacher tenure

· Teacher layoff policy “first in-first out” was changed to include other factors in determining layoffs

· Department of Education overhaul – reporting structure

BUDGET IMPACTS TO WOMEN, CHILDREN, DISABLED & NEEDY


POSITIVES

· Mental health courts survived

· Triage centers survived

· Continued some Autistic Treatment Assistance Program for children

· Cost shifting to the counties mitigated


NEGATIVES

· Elimination of Senior Citizens’ Property Tax Assistance Program

· Did not fund a portion of autism program
· Reduced Medicaid and Nevada Check-Up funding by $19.3 million
· Did not fund subsidized child care for 295 children of welfare recipients
· Reduced mental health services by $2.3 million
· Reduced supported living arrangements for mental health serves
· Eliminated a high-intensity team to deal with mental health needs
· Eliminated supported living arrangements for 54 positions
· Shifted costs of youth parole services to the county
· Reduced room and board funding for youth with mental health program
REFORMS

· State budgeting process

· Campaign reports filed online

· Eliminated eminent domain rights for mining

· Eliminated a number of mining deductions

· Established Mining Oversight Commission

· Removed Medicare retirees from state system

· Eliminated retiree health benefits for new state employees

VETOED BILLS

AB 137 -  Required implementation of a school breakfast program

AB 301 – Restoration of Civil Rights for ex-felons

AB 501 – Study of costs associated with the death penalty

AB 546 – Revises early childhood education and care, establishing Early Childhood 
  
     Advisory Council

RECOMMENDATIONS

· Stay very involved in monitoring the redistricting process

· Monitor relevant interim committees

· Monitor federal budget issues for Nevada impact, i.e., Medicaid

· Monitor impact of cuts in health and human services, education
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